
Idaho Council on Domestic Violence and Victim Assistance 

CARES Act Funding Proposal 
 

Background 
Idahoans continuously face devastating effects of the coronavirus pandemic including job loss, limited 

availability of childcare and school options, a patchwork of local safety protocols, loneliness, isolation 

and so much more. There has also been a surge of domestic violence. Initially, there was a decrease in 

clients seeking services from community programs and calls to law enforcement agencies. This was likely 

due to survivors not being able to get away from their abuser to seek help, or believing programs were 

closed because of stay-at-home orders. Idaho’s community-based programs continued providing 

services through the stay-at-home order and worked quickly to develop new policies and creative 

service delivery options to safely provide critical services to crime victims. 

As the state began phasing back in, agencies have been inundated with requests for service. One agency 

in the Treasure Valley reported a 194% increase in calls in April 2020, as compared to April 2019. 

Agencies and police departments also have reported more lethality in cases. Requests across the state 

for civil protection orders have increased. Child advocates have also reported increases in performing 

forensic interviews, more than double from normal in many areas. Most commonly, counseling services 

and non-communal housing (i.e., hotel rooms) are the primary needs of survivors. There is also a need 

for increased technology infrastructure for Wi-Fi and equipment to provide services remotely. Programs 

have indicated a need for hazard pay for employees continually interfacing with the public.  Finally, 

many organizations have struggled to source personal protective equipment for employees and clients 

alike. The most requested items are masks, face shields, gloves, and cleaning supplies. Additionally, as 

the pandemic wears on, organizations are realizing the need for physical barriers like acrylic desk shields 

to continue providing services while maintaining health and safety of everyone in physical building 

spaces. 

The Council on Domestic Violence and Victim Assistance (Council) funds organizations that provide 

support to survivors of crime, primarily domestic violence, sexual assault, child abuse, and underserved 

populations. This role in the state gives the Council the ability to allocate federal funding to communities 

in an efficient and coordinated manner.  

In May 2020, the Council was awarded $184,258 from the $45 million set aside from the CARES Act for 

the Health and Human Services, Administration for Children and Families, Family Violence Prevention 

and Services funding. The Council allocated funds to 20 qualifying domestic violence programs located 

throughout the state. Programs were specifically to use the funds for housing services.  

Purpose and Use 
The Council proposes utilizing CARES Act funding from the State solely for the use of victim services 

agencies in the form of pass-through grants. Eligible entities would include child advocacy agencies, 

domestic violence shelters, and tribal programs providing domestic violence services. The Council would 

allocate funds to qualifying agencies to utilize by December 31, 2020 for the following purposes directly 

related to COVID-19: 



• Housing: including hotel vouchers, apartment rentals, and emergency housing assistance 

• Transportation  

• PPE and other protective barriers for service delivery 

• Technology infrastructure and equipment for virtual services 

• Medical and forensic exams 

Process 
Applications would be accepted by the Council via a brief online form that qualifying agencies will utilize 

to request funds for a specific use and funding amount. The Council will advertise the availability of 

funds through currently funded and non-funded victim services agencies in Idaho. The Council will 

review requests for funding and evaluate based on the following criteria: 

• Demonstrated need including current funding levels, clients on waiting lists for services, 

community spread of the virus; 

• Capacity of organization to spend funds timely; and 

• Eligibility to receive federal funds 

Requested Amount 
The Council is requesting $250,000 to support this initiative. The funds will more than double what has 

been allocated from the existing CARES resources.  

 


